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                                          Minutes from October 9, 2014

Called to order: 2:03 PM

        1) Chairman Polselli opened the meeting by reading the “Open Meeting Law” 

            from the Open Meeting Law Guide.

        2) Public Input:  None

3)
Roll Call:   Chairman Dennis Polselli, Vice Chair. Debbie Pacheco, Daniel Robillard, Michael Geary, Ken Pacheco, Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator

            Excused:    Lisa Atkinson

            Staff:  Claudia Viens, HHS

      4) Acceptance of minutes: from September 11, 2014

   
  Motion: Daniel Robillard

    
  Second: Debbie Pacheco

              Correction on the minutes from August 14, 2014 under Awareness b) SKILL 

              should be SCIL.  

               Correction on the minutes from September 11, 2014 under Election of Officers

               should be Daniel Robillard made all the motions for all three officers.

All in favor of accepting the minutes with the above corrections made.
None opposed abstentions: 0 

               5) Awareness:

a) Listening session:

Motion to post on the FRGTV Community Board an announcement from Commission on Disability, regarding a listening session sponsored by the Disability Law Center and Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in New Bedford. October 20, 2014 at Lawler Library Branch, 745 Rockdale Ave, New Bedford, MA  between 2 P.M. – 4 P.M.

Motion:  Ken Pacheco
Second:  Daniel Robillard

All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
b) End of meeting info to be posted on FRG TV:  

Motion to announce the following on FRG TV:  You have been watching the Fall River Commission on Disability which meets the second Thursday of each month at 2:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at Government Center.  For more information on the Fall River Commission on Disability or if you wish to become a member please call:  508-324-2413.

Motion:  Debbie Pacheco

Second:  Mike Geary
All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
c) Work Groups/Sub-committees:

Chairman Polselli stated he would like to have three work/ sub groups:  AAB/ADA, By Law & Policy Review and Finance.

AAB/ADA work group:  Daniel Robillard, Chair., Mike Geary and as an advisor Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator

By Laws & Policy Review work group:  Debbie Pacheco, Chair., Chairman Polselli, Daniel Robillard and Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator
Finance work group:  Lisa Atkinson, Chair., Daniel Robillard, Ken Pacheco

Chairman Polselli and Mike Geary will work on outreach activities.

Chairman Polselli stated work groups are to study, make recommendations and meet with Department Heads when needed.  Everything would be reported back to the Commission.  Work groups do not take votes.
Motion to have three working groups: AAB/ADA, By Law & Policy Review and Finance.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Ken Pacheco

       All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
d) Commission business cards and other forms of ID:


Ken Pacheco stated at the conclusion of the meeting today, if any Commissioner would like a business card, please write the proper spelling, email, phone and fax numbers.   
      6.   Old Business:

a) ADA Awareness Day Feedback:

Attorney Gary Howayeck stated the presentation by Professor Les Cory was phenomenal.  

Debbie Pacheco stated having a speaker was something different and maybe something we should think about in the future.    Also, Debbie recommends that the PowerPoint should be on the website.
Ken Pacheco stated any agencies that we have helped can also make a presentation on ADA Awareness Day.

Chair. Polselli stated July 26, 2015 is the 25th Anniversary ADA and October is Disability History Month, how would the Commission feel about changing the date to the third Thursday of October?  
Debbie Pacheco stated October is our time to advertise what we have done with the funding.

Chair. Polselli stated we could post something together for FRGTV about the 25th Anniversary so it can run that week in July. 

Ken Pacheco stated that if this board chooses to committee to any funds towards the North Park Inclusion Playground July 26 Ribbon Cutting on that date may work together.
Daniel Robillard stated the North End Group would have to make a formal request and then come to the COD for a formal presentation.

Motion to conduct ADA Awareness Day to October 15, 2015 next year.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Mike Geary

      All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
b) Update on Taxi Cab Accessibility:

Chair. Polselli stated we are waiting for a date on the Ordinance Committee.
Daniel Robillard stated he checked with the City Council Clerk to see what the Committee was waiting for.  She stated they just were waiting for documents.  Dan also asked the Chairman if he was able to read the packet Lisa Atkinson put together.
Chair. Polselli stated what he was going work with whomever he needs to do to access the documents he would talk to them.  Let’s get the packet forward to the Ordinance Committee.

Attorney Howayeck stated perhaps we could expedite our interest a little quicker by proposing our own Ordinance.  Why not give the Committee on Ordinance guidance.

Motion to propose an Ordinance on Taxi Cab Accessibility or any other supporting documents is referred to the AAB/ADA work group to be presented to full Commission.
Motion:  Debbie Pacheco

Second:  Daniel Robillard

All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
c) Disability Parking enforcement Police detail discussion:

Chair. Polselli stated on the November 13 meeting Sgt. William Mace, 

Lt. Paul Bernier from the Fall River Police Department and Laura Ferreira from Traffic Department will be attending the meeting.  We will go through the whole enforcement program, how it is enforced and also what happens when it gets to the hearing stage.  If we feel ready, we will vote on the Abuse Program at the November 13 meeting.  If we need more time we will vote no later than December 11.

Debbie Pacheco also stated should we have the finance work group report to see where we stand.

Chair. Polselli stated there is no updated contract since 2012.

Daniel Robillard asked if the Commission has ever seen a line by line budget for the Commission on Disability Account.
Ken Pacheco stated this Commission receives one revenue item; there is the Registry $500 and Placard Revenue Abuse.  The two line items, our only expense side is the Abuse Program and any expenditure we have.

This Commission can’t account on anticipated Revenues.

Motion to table Disability Parking enforcement Police detail until November 13, 2014.

Motion:  Mike Geary

Second:  Daniel Robillard

All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
d)  Update on Government Center Audit and locating boards and commissions meetings to accessible facilities:

Ken Pacheco stated the audit items in progress handicap accessible bathroom main floor Government Center.  They have been constructed, mechanicals installed.  We are waiting for the flooring to be sealed.  Then we could install the fixtures so the bathrooms will be operational.  
The second plumbing renovation will be the bathroom in the Council Chamber first floor.  They will be made to be complied with current standards.

There has been a purchase of audio enhance devices for audio impaired for this Chamber and for School Department meetings.  Council Hearing Room downstairs is a major renovation it is not Handicap accessible.  The Architect is going to level the room into one level.
Chair. Polselli asked if there is a possibility of moving any meetings from the Hearing Room until the renovations are made.
Ken Pacheco stated he could recommend that to the Chairs of those meetings.

Dan Robillard stated when we post for a public meeting if there is somewhere that states if someone needs accommodations they could call and have arrangements made.

Attorney Howayeck stated that there is already a statement on the posting now.

Ken Pacheco stated you could find it on the City website under the City Clerk.

Ken Pacheco stated the Braille signs will be sent to Chairman Polselli to be proof then they will go to production.

On any new construction the light switches were moved to the appropriate heights and moved dispensing devises in a couple of the restrooms to the proper heights.

Installed four new drinking bubblers outside this Chamber and on the first level which is accessible.

The progress will be on going for the next twelve months.  The Treasures Office is scheduled to be under major construction within the next five months.  At that point when the bids come in for the renovation, the funds left over will be for the Hearing Room.  The Hearing Room will be completely compliant once the ramp is built in this Chamber and we move some seating so we have companion seating for the wheelchair accessible seats.  The Council Chamber will be accessible.
Motion to produce the documents for the update on Government Center Audit to give to the AAB/ADA work group.

Motion:  Mike Geary

Second:  Daniel Robillard

All in favor none opposed abstentions:0
Mike Geary stated the Fall River Housing was having a round table on October 30, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. discussing the Diverse Ethnic Population.  If anyone is interested contact Mike Geary.

7. Agenda for November 13, 2014

a. Handicap Parking Abuse discussion

b. Work Groups update/recommendations
8.  Adjourn:  3:20 pm

Motion:  Debbie Pacheco

Second:  Mike Geary
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