Charter Commission
One Government Center
Fall River, MA 02722

                                                                                                                                   Call To Order:  6:04PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                                                                                  Adjournment:  8:00PM


Minutes of Regular Meeting, Monday March 14, 2016


DATE AND TIME:  Monday, March 14, 2016 at 6:00pm   
LOCATION:   One Government Center, City Council Chambers  

PRESENT:  Commissioners Assad, Vice-Chair Bartley, Cusick, Norton, Quinn, Robillard, Clerk
                    Venice, and Chairman Miozza.

ABSENT:  Commissioner Silvia

IN ATTENDANCE:  Marilyn Contreas
                                  
DISCUSSION:

          Call to Order

          Chairman Miozza calls the meeting to order at 6:04pm, reads “open meeting law” 
          statement and asks the Clerk to call the roll.

          Opening Statements
          
          Chairman Miozza reminds the Commissioners that there is less than one (1) year left to 
          file a mandatory preliminary report with the Attorney General’s Office prior to a March 6,
         2017 deadline.

         The next regular meeting of the Commission will be held on March 21, 2016 at City Hall.

          A third Public Hearing will be held on March 31, 2016 at the Liberal Club Gold Room at
          which all present and past elected officials will be invited and offered the opportunity to 
          address the Commission and offer their input, proposals, or suggestions regarding the
          drafting of a new city charter.

          A fourth Public Hearing hosted by State Representative Carole Fiola will be held on April
          14, 2016 at Morton Middle School.
           The Charter Surveys were mailed out this afternoon with the City Census.  The surveys
           are also online on FRGTV.  Over 100 people have responded to the FRGTV online survey.
           Also, Clerk Venice has given 2,350 surveys to the Housing Authority for distribution to its
           residents in public housing who may not get the census mailing.

          Correspondence
          
          N/A

           New Business
           
a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
                  Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the Minutes of the February 22,
                  2016 meeting as written, seconded by Vice-Chair Bartley.  The motion carries 8-0. 
                  (Commissioner Silvia is not in attendance.)

b. Chairman Miozza asks for a motion to take Item C on the agenda out of order in order to discuss the pros, cons, and differences associated with a City Manager form of government versus a Mayoral form of government prior to continuing discussions on the language of Article 2-The Legislative Body and Article 4-The School Committee.   Motion made by Commissioner Robillard, seconded by Bartley, motion passes 8-0 with Silvia absent.

Consultant Contreas gives an overview of the differences between a mayoral and city manager form of government and answers questions from the Commissioners.

Motion made by Commissioner Bartley to invite a past or current City Manager to a future meeting of the Commission to discuss the role of a city manager within a city government structure, seconded by Robillard, motion carries 7-1 with Norton opposed.  Silvia is absent.

Upon further discussion Commissioner Bartley amends his original motion and now motions to invite a city manager to a future meeting of the commission pending the results of the charter survey, seconded by Cusick, motion carries 7-1 with Robillard opposed.  Silvia is absent.

c. Chairman Miozza opens the continuation of discussions in regards to Article 2--The Legislative Branch.  He reminds everyone that the Commission has previously addressed Sections 2-1 through 2-8 and starts the discussion on Section 2-9.

After discussion and debate Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to Table Section 2-9 in its entirety, seconded by Bartley, motion passes 8-0.  Silvia absent.



Chairman Miozza makes a motion to include the following language after the first sentence of the draft language of 2-10:  “The city council may require any person whose name has been referred to it to appear before the council to give such information relevant to such appointment as the city council may require.”  Motion made by Miozza, seconded by Robillard, motion fails on a 3-5 vote.  Commissioners Miozza, Venice, and Robillard in favor; Commissioners Assad, Bartley, Cusick, Norton, and Quinn opposed.  Silvia absent.

Vice-Chair Bartley makes a motion, seconded by Robillard, to include at the end of  the draft language of Section 2-10 the following sentence:  “All individuals appointed to a board or commission shall be residents of the city.  If an appointed individual removes from the city, the position will be immediately deemed as vacant.”  Motion carries by a 6-2 vote, Commissioners Quinn and Norton opposed.  Silvia absent. 

After discussion and debate on Section 2-11 a motion was made by Commissioner Robillard and seconded by Bartley to table discussion on Section 2-11.  Motion carried 8-0.  Silvia absent.

Vice-Chair Bartley makes a motion, seconded by Robillard,  to add to the language of Section 2-6 (i) as follows:  “The city council shall permit any person in attendance at any regular, subcommittee, or special meeting to provide public input.  The city council shall also permit such individuals to provide input on any subject matter at regular meetings.  Public input shall be allowed at subcommittee and special meetings that pertain to that meeting’s agenda.”  The motion fails 3-5 with Commissioners Bartley, Robillard, and Venice in favor; Commissioners Assad, Cusick, Norton, Quinn, and Miozza opposed.  Silvia absent.

The Commission now enters into discussion on Article 4-School committee and Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to table Sections 4-1 (a) and (b), seconded by Bartley, motion carries 8-0. Silvia absent.

Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to have a one year residency requirement for candidates for School Committee.  Motion fails to get a second.

Commissioner Venice makes a motion to amend the draft language to read “registered voter of the city”, seconded by Norton, motion fails 3-5. Venice, Cusick, Miozza voting in favor, Norton, Assad, Bartley, Quinn, and Robillard against.  Silvia absent. 

Chairman Miozza moves on to Section 4-2 with no vote taken on Section 4-1 (c) as written in the draft.


Motion made by Robillard to table discussion on Section 4-2 (a), seconded by Cusick.  Motion carries 8-0 with Silvia absent.

After discussion and debate Commissioner Norton makes a motion to accept the draft language of Section4-2 (b) as written, seconded by Assad, motion carries 6-2 with Commissioners Cusick and Miozza opposed.  Silvia absent.

On a roll call vote of acceptance of the draft language of Section 4-3 Commissioners Assad, Cusick, Quinn, Norton, Bartley, Venice, and Miozza voted for acceptance with Robillard in opposition.  Acceptance carries 7-1 (no motion being made). Silvia is absent.

Motion made by Commissioner Robillard to adjourn, seconded by Cusick, motion carries 8-0 with Silvia absent.  Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.



  
