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The following grant opportunities may be appropriate for projects eligible for Community Preservation Act funding. This is by no means an exhaustive list; however, it includes federal, state and private sources that I am most familiar with through my role as City Grant Writer. Each one has its own eligibility and application criteria that warrant further investigation by interested parties. I have combined resources in the categories of Open Space and Recreation since many of the sources potentially fund both types of projects. 

Open Space & Recreation Resources
MA Energy & Environmental Affairs (EEA), Coastal Zone Management – Buzzards Bay Watershed Municipal Mini-grant Program: provides financial and technical resources to municipalities for projects that help meet the Buzzards Bay National Estuary Program goals to protect and restore water quality and living resources in Buzzards Bay and its surrounding watershed. The list of eligible projects includes: wetland/open space/habitat restoration, preservation, acquisition or protection.
MA EEA, Division of Conservation Services (DCS) – Conservation Partnership Grant: provides funding to assist non-public, not-for-profit corporations and conservation districts in acquiring and holding interests in lands suitable for conservation or recreation purposes. 
MA EEA, DCS – Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND) Grant: to assist municipal conservation commissions in acquiring interests in land for conservation and passive recreation; to protect and enhance outdoor recreation opportunities, conserving natural resources and open space, and addressing climate change.  
MA EEA, DCS – Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) Grant Program: provides financial assistance to municipalities for the acquisition of recreation land, development of new parks, or the renovation of existing parks.
National Park Service (MA EEA, DCS) – Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Grant Program: to assist municipalities in the acquisition of parkland, development of a new park, renovation of an existing park, development of trails in an existing conservation area, or the acquisition of conservation land. 
MA EEA – Massachusetts Environmental Trust General Grants: supports nonprofit organizations and municipalities in efforts to restore, protect, and improve water and water-related resources of the Commonwealth.
MA EEA – Drinking Water Supply Protection Grant: to assist municipalities, water districts, and non-profit public water systems (PWSs) authorized by the Commonwealth to provide drinking water to the public to purchase land in fee simple or a Conservation Restriction (CR) or Watershed Preservation Restriction (WPR).
MA EEA – Landscape Partnership Grant: provides funding to assist municipal, state, and non-profit partners, acting in cooperation, in acquiring interests in lands suitable for conservation purposes, including undeveloped lands, farms and forests, water supply land, unique ecosystems, rare species and habitats, and restored lands. It also provides funding for the development of municipal zoning and planning for the protection of open space and working lands. At least 500 acres of project parcels must be contiguous, or directly linked by other permanently protected land.
MA EEA, Department of Conservation & Recreation – Recreational Trails Program: grants for a variety of trail protection, construction, and stewardship projects throughout Massachusetts; to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-related facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses.
National Park Service – Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program: to assist community-led natural resource conservation and outdoor recreation initiatives; provides guidance to communities to help conserve waterways, preserve open space, and develop trails and greenways; state and local agencies, tribes, nonprofit organizations, or citizen groups may apply.
KaBOOM! – Fall River’s designation as a Playful City USA provides access to, and competitive advantage for, grants that support increasing opportunities for play: 
· Build It With KaBOOM!: provides the facilitation and support of an experienced Project Manager as community members embark on a 5-12 week planning process to transform community space to include a permanent play structure as well as site enhancements that will make the space 100% unique to the community.
· Build It Yourself: offers $15,000 grants to be used toward purchase of playground equipment assembled using the KaBOOM! community-build mode and a community-guided planning process; municipalities, schools, and child-serving nonprofit organizations without a playground or with existing equipment that is unsafe for children are eligible for this opportunity.
· Let’s Play Imagination Playground Grant: municipalities and child-serving nonprofit organizations are eligible for this innovative playground equipment system that encourages creativity, community and collaboration in play. With a collection of custom-designed, over-sized blue foam parts, Imagination Playground provides a changing array of elements that allow children to turn their playground into a space constantly built and rebuilt by their imagination.
Historic Resources 
National Trust Preservation Funds – provides two types of assistance to nonprofit organizations and public agencies: 1) matching grants from $500 to $5,000 for preservation planning and educational efforts, and 2) intervention funds for preservation emergencies.
Johanna Favrot Fund (administered by National Trust for Historic Preservation) – provides nonprofit organizations and public agencies grants ranging from $2,500 to $10,000 for projects that contribute to the preservation or recapture of an authentic sense of place (collection of sites).
Cynthia Woods Mitchell Fund (administered by National Trust for Historic Preservation) – provides nonprofit organizations and public agencies grants ranging from $2,500 to $10,000 to assist in the preservation, restoration, and interpretation of historic interiors.
Historic Theatre Financing Fund (administered by National Trust of Historic Preservation) – members receive access to federal tax credit equity and technical assistance.
Massachusetts Historical Commission – Survey and Planning Grant Program: reimbursable, 50/50 matching grant program to support historic preservation planning activities in MA communities; eligible applicants include local historical commissions, local historic district commissions, planning offices, and other eligible public and non-profit historic preservation organizations.
Massachusetts Historical Commission – Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund: 50/50 matching grant program for preservation projects (pre-development, development) at historic properties in the state register of historic places.
Massachusetts Historical Commission – Emergency Grants: fund critical repairs at historic properties in the state register of historic places.
Massachusetts Cultural Council – Cultural Facilities Fund: funds municipalities that own cultural facilities provided that the cultural facility is at least 50,000 square feet in size and at least 50% devoted to cultural purposes provided. There are no size requirements for a building, structure or site at least 125 years old or older that is significant in the history, archaeology, architecture or culture of the nation, commonwealth or community.
· Feasibility & Technical Assistance Grants: For costs and expenses related to overall planning and feasibility for a proposed eligible project. Up to $50,000; 1:1 match.
· Systems Replacement Plan Grants: These are Feasibility and Technical Assistance grants specifically designed for organizations without full-time maintenance staff. The SRP is a 20-year capital needs assessment of the building and its mechanical systems. Up to $7,000; 1:1 match.
· Capital Grants: For the acquisition, design, construction, repair, renovation, rehabilitation or other capital improvements or deferred maintenance of a cultural facility. The following would qualify for funding consideration: new construction, additions to an existing structure, renovations or repairs to an existing structure, fixed/integrated equipment, or any combination of these. Range from $250,000-$675,000; all grants of <$1million subject to 1:1 match.
Travelers Conservation Foundation – provides grants up to $20,000 to protect, restore, and conserve sites of exceptional natural, cultural, or historic significance with preference given to projects that link to tourism.
Tourism Cares Worldwide Grant Program – up to $100,000 for capital improvements or programs that protect, restore, or conserve sites of cultural, historic, or natural significance.
Architectural Conservation Grants – planning grants up to $75,000 for research, documentation, and analysis necessary to develop a comprehensive conservation plan.
Preservation Massachusetts – this statewide non-profit organization actively promotes the preservation of historic buildings and landscapes as a positive force for economic development and the retention of community character. Programs include Preservation Circuit Rider, which brings the support, mentoring and resources of Preservation Massachusetts directly to those facing preservation challenges or projects. The Circuit Riders bring their expertise, resources and networks to aid community-based preservation activity statewide.
Community Housing Resources
Affordable Housing Trust Fund (AHTF) – The Fund has been structured to ensure that many different types of organizations are eligible to receive financing. Eligible applicants include governmental subdivisions, community development corporations, local housing authorities, community action agencies, community-based or neighborhood-based non-profit housing organizations, other non-profit organizations, for-profit entities, and private employers. The AHTF provides resources to create or preserve affordable housing via Section 8 Project-Based Vouchers.
Affordable Rental Development Capital Improvement and Preservation Fund (CIPF) – The Fund is a state bond funded program that seeks to preserve and improve existing privately owned, state or federally assisted affordable rental developments. Eligible properties include housing at risk of losing affordability restrictions due to the potential for the prepayment of its mortgage or housing in which a project-based rental assistance contract has expired. Eligible applicants include for-profit and non-profit developers and local housing authorities. CIPF funds can be used for the acquisition, refinance and/or rehabilitation of existing rental property.
Commercial Area Transit Node Housing Program (CATNHP) – CATNHP is a state funded bond program available to municipalities, non-profit and for-profit sponsors to support rental housing production or rehabilitation. Department of Housing and Community Development will offer assistance through an initial demonstration of CATNHP funding to housing projects, of 24 units or less, within neighborhood commercial areas and in proximity to public transit nodes.
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – CDBG is a federally funded, competitive grant program designed to help small cities and towns meet a broad range of community development needs. CDBG are used to help identify solutions to address physical, economic, and social deterioration in lower-income neighborhoods and communities. Assistance is provided to qualifying cities and towns for housing, community, and economic development projects that assist low and moderate-income residents, or by revitalizing areas of slum or blight. Eligible CDBG projects include housing rehabilitation or development, micro-enterprise or other business assistance, infrastructure, community/public facilities, public social services, planning, removal of architectural barriers to allow access by persons with disabilities, and downtown or area revitalization.
Community Development Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) – The HOME Investment Partnerships Program provides formula grants to States and localities that communities use - often in partnership with local nonprofit groups - to fund a wide range of activities including building, buying, and/or rehabilitating affordable housing for rent or homeownership or providing direct rental assistance to low-income people.
First Time Home Buyer – Provides funding to developers, non-profit organizations and communities to assist first time homebuyers. 
Gateway Cities Housing Development Incentive Program – A development tool to increase residential growth, expand diversity of housing stock, support economic development, and promote neighborhood stabilization in designated geographic target needs. 
Gateway Cities Housing Planning Grant – This grant supports neighborhood revitalization and efforts to create opportunities for safe and affordable housing for low-income families and individuals.
Gateway Plus Action Grant – This grant assists local revitalization efforts through a state initiative designed to support affordable housing and economic development opportunities for mixed-income communities across Massachusetts.
Housing Stabilization Fund – The fund is a state funded bond program that assists in the production and preservation of affordable housing for low and moderate-income families and individuals. Eligible applicants include local housing authorities and municipalities in cooperation with for-profit or non-profit developers.
Local Initiative Program – This state program encourages the creation of affordable housing by providing technical assistance to communities and developers who are working together to create affordable rental opportunities for low- and moderate-income households.
Planning Assistance Toward Housing (PATH) – The PATH program supports multi-family housing proximate to existing infrastructure, community services and public transportation, as well as projects containing ancillary commercial facilities that are secondary to the residential use of properties. The goal of PATH is to increase the supply of multi-family housing across the Commonwealth for a range of incomes by encouraging community-based planning activities that will lead directly to housing production. 




