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                                          Minutes from September 11, 2014

Chairman called the meeting to order: 2:03 PM

Vice Chairman Polselli opened the meeting by reading the “Open Meeting Law” 

            from the Open Meeting Law Guide.


  Moment of Silence in remembrance of the 13th Anniversary of the 9-11 attack on 

              The United States.

1) Roll Call:  Chairman William Fontaine, Vice-Chair. Dennis Polselli,

      Debbie Pacheco, Lisa Atkinson, Daniel Robillard, Michael Geary,

      Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator

            Excused:    Ken Pacheco

            Staff:  Claudia Viens, HHS

2) Public Input:  None

3) Acceptance of minutes: from August 14, 2014

   
  Motion: Daniel Robillard

    
  Second: Lisa Atkinson

              Correction on the minutes from August 14, 2014 under Awareness b) SKILL 

              should be SCIL.

              Acceptance of corrected minutes.

              Motion:  Daniel Robillard

              Second:  Lisa Atkinson 

              Motion to take the Agenda out of order to #5 Awareness.

              Motion:  Lisa Atkinson

              Second:  Daniel Robillard

               5) Awareness:

a) SAFE program Elder Abuse:

Lisa Kurowski from Bristol Elder Services gave a presentation on Protective Services.  The Agency is responsible for 23 communities.  Elder abuse includes:  physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, neglect by a caregiver, financial exploitation, and self-neglect.  Anyone with reasonable cause to believe that abuse has occurred or is occurring, may make a report to Bristol  Elder Services during regular business hours (Monday through Friday from (9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.)  Contact Bristol at 508-675-2101.  After hours, contact the statewide Elder Abuse Hotline at 800-922-2275.  If a report is screened for investigation, it is assigned to a protective services worker who conducts a comprehensive investigation.

b) ADA Awareness Day update:

Vice Chair. Polselli stated ADA Awareness Day will be on Thursday, October 2, 2014 in the Atrium, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Professor Cory agreed to be a guest speaker.  Ken Pacheco will present a power point presentation.  Commissioners will also be sworn in.

c) SHARE Donation:

Motion for the Commission on Disability to donate $1,000 to SHARE.

Motion:  Vice Chair. Polselli

Second:  Daniel Robillard

Motion to resume to Bills and Communications.


Motion:  Lisa Atkinson


Second:  Daniel Robillard


4. Bills and Communications:

a) Membership Committee report

Motion to send Membership Committee Report to the full Commission.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Lisa Atkinson

Motion to forward the Committee Report to the Mayor.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Vice Chair. Polselli

b) Election of Officers

Daniel Robillard nominated Vice Chair. Polselli for Chairman for the year 2014 -2015 of the Commission on Disability.

Vice Chair. Polselli accepts.

Mike Geary nominated Chairman Fontaine for Chairman for the year 2014 – 2015 of the Commission on Disability.

Chairman Fontaine declined.

Chair. Fontaine stated there are no other nominations for the Chairman and will close.  The Chairman will cast his one single vote for Chairman of the Commission on Disability to Vice Chair. Polselli.

Daniel Robillard nominated Debbie Pacheco as Vice Chairman.

Second:  Vice. Chair. Polselli

Chair. Fontaine stated no other nominations and will close.  The Chairman will cast that one single vote for Vice Chairman to Debbie Pacheco.

Daniel Robillard  nominated for Secretary Ken Pacheco.

Chair. Fontaine stated there are no other nominations for vice-chairman and will close.  The Chairman will cast that single vote for Secretary to Ken Pacheco.

c) Vision Awareness Day

Vision Awareness Day will be held on September 22, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Fall River Public Library at 104 North Main Street.

Chairman Fontaine stated there were simple information requests made through Claudia Viens.  One request was a school grounds safety issue; another was for personal transportation for out of town.  The Commission has no enforcement policy and the Commission does not do personal complaints.  A man was concerned about handicap parking spaces being constructed on So. Beacon Street.  The Chairman will go to the Planning Department about the parking spaces.

      6.   Old Business:

a) ADA/AAB report suggestions

Vice Chairman Polselli stated the ADA/AAB Committee (Chair. Fontaine, Vice Chair. Polselli and Mr. Geary) met with City Administrator Cathy Viveiros, Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator and Building Inspector Mr. Biszko.  We dealt with a number of outstanding issues and complaints that have not been dealt with.  City Administrator Cathy Viveiros would like the Commission to advise her if the complaints are not being adequately being resolved.

We pointed out to Mr. Biszko that we have constituents to answer too.  If an issue is not going to be addressed at a specific time, just let the Commission know.

(1) AAB training – Government Center

Vice Chair. Polselli stated he was still waiting to hear from 

 Tom Hopkins from the Architectural Access Board.  A lot of issues we also dealt with City Administrator were Handicap Parking issues.  We might want to consider reaching out to the Chamber of Commerce to get a list of stores, business and restaurants to attend schedule training.  They will also be able to benefit from the training.

Daniel Robillard stated he suggest it might be a good idea to invite Mr. Robert Mellion, Esq.,  President of  the Chamber of  Commerce.  

(2)  Mass in Motion -  Ms. Julie Kelly

Chair. Fontaine stated he was waiting to hear back from Ms. Kelly.  

b) Mr. Pacheco

Motion to table Old Business – Mr. Pacheco

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Lisa Atkinson

Debbie Pacheco stated she would like to make a recommendation under Old Business – Mr. Pacheco.

Daniel Robillard withdrew the motion to table Old Business.

Debbie Pacheco stated is it possible to decide a priority for next month.  There are five items and it is overwhelming and we keep postponing them.  If we decide a priority then the next month one would be resolved.

Motion to put #2 – Government Center update-MOD survey recommendations and #4 – Accessibility to all public meeting of city Boards/Committees and Commissions for Ken Pacheco on the October Agenda.

Motion:  Vice Chair Polselli

Second:  Daniel Robillard

7. New Business:

a) WAVE Taxi service

Motion to table to October Agenda until Mr. Polselli has it in an alternative format so he can review.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Lisa Atkinson

b) Handicap Parking Abuse program

Chair. Fontaine stated if you have any questions or information regarding the Handicap Program please contact Claudia Viens, so we could bring this up for discussion for a vote in October.

Daniel Robillard stated last month Vice Chair. Polselli request a copy of the contract.  I have not seen a contract.

Lisa Atkinson stated she would like to clarify what was sent to her was dated 2012.  

Chairman Fontaine stated there is no contract, it is an agreement and nothing was signed by the Fall River Police Dept., City of Fall River or the Commission on Disability.

Daniel Robillard asked how long the current contract/agreement is.

Chairman Fontaine stated until June 30, 2015.

Vice Chairman Polselli stated we will vote whether to continue next year or not because they start setting their budgets early.  We need to know before they build a budget.  All options will be on the table for discussion.

Lisa Atkinson asked if it were possible for them to supply us with what is currently being utilized for the fiscal year.  Do we have it on record somewhere of the current contract?

Daniel Robillard stated if we are funding for two positions from the Commission funds, I would like to see a contract that spells out the obligations and duties of both parties.

Lisa Atkinson stated that was her concern also.

Chairman Fontaine stated is that any questions or suggestions you have to contact Claudia Viens.

Motion to have Claudia Viens, HHS contact Police Chief Racine or any other person designated to provide the Commission with any current contract or any current written agreement.  Specifying the terms and conditions by which this Commission funds the police officers for the Handicap Abuse Program.  Also provide any other updated contracts for the coming Fiscal year 2015 – 2016.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Lisa Atkinson

Discussion:  Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator stated the motion as stated can come back as a response from the Fall River Police Dept. as non-exist.  As such he continued, “I would recommend amending the motion to include if no such contract or agreement exist that the Police Dept. please delineate their understanding or their current position on the relationship.”

Motion so amended as suggested by Attorney Gary Howayeck, ADA Coordinator.

Motion:  Daniel Robillard

Second:  Lisa Atkinson

c) Chair. Fontaine stated that request’s for assistance or information from the Commission should be directed to Claudia Viens.  When someone calls in or has a complaint there should be a list that she should be able to utilize and direct people to. 

Daniel Robillard suggested a list of Agencies.

8. Agenda for October 9, 2014

a) Awareness Day update

b) Handicap Parking Abuse discussion

c) Old Business-Unfinished Business #2 and #4

d) Send an invitation to Mr. Rousseau from SRTA for Nov 13

9. Adjourn:  3:13 pm

Motion:  Debbie Pacheco

Second:  Lisa Atkinson
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