Charter Commission
One Government Center
Fall River, MA 02722

                                                                                                                                   Call To Order:  6:02PM
                                                                                                                                  Adjournment:  8:34PM


Minutes of Regular Meeting, Monday February 22, 2016


DATE AND TIME:  Monday, February 22, 2016 at 6:00pm   
LOCATION:   One Government Center, City Council Chambers  

PRESENT:  Commissioners Assad, Cusick, Norton, Quinn, Robillard, Silvia, Clerk Venice, and
                   Chairman Miozza.

ABSENT:  Vice Chair Bartley (called will be late about 6:30pm, arrives 6:34pm)

IN ATTENDANCE:  Stephen McGoldrick
                                  Marilyn Contreas
                                  Tanya M. Stepasiuk

DISCUSSION:

          Call to Order

          Chairman Miozza calls the meeting to order at 6:02pm, reads “open meeting law” 
          statement and asks the Clerk to call the roll.

          Correspondence
          
          N/A

           New Business
           
a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
                  Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the Minutes of the February 4,
                  2016 Public Hearing as written, seconded by Cusick.  The motion carries 8-0. 
                  (Commissioner Vice-Chair Bartley is not in attendance.)

b. Chairman Miozza opens the continuation of discussions in regards to Article 2--The Legislative Branch.  He proposes to go through each of the 11 sections of Article 2 individually and tabling certain sections pending the results of the charter survey. He also reminds everyone that the preliminary report has to be completed two weeks prior to March 6, 2017.

Section 2-1: COMPOSITION; TERM OF OFFICE; ELIGIBILITY

(a) Composition: After input and discussion from all members present Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to table Section 2-1 (a) until the results of the survey are known—seconded by Cusick.  All in favor 8-0.  Bartley not present.
(b) Term of Office: Without discussion or input Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to table Section 2-1 (b), seconded by Silvia.  All in favor 8-0.  Bartley not present.
(c) Eligibility:  Commissioner Bartley arrives at 6:34pm. After input and discussion from all members present Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to table Section 2-1 (c), seconded by Cusick, All in favor 9-0.
Section 2-2: PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, ELECTION; TERM; POWERS.
(a) Election and Term:  After discussion, debate, and input from all Commissioners Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the draft language in Section 2-2 (a) with the inclusion of language calling for a one (1) year term for Council President and Vice-President and asking for a roll call vote, seconded by Assad.  Commissioners Assad, Quinn, Robillard, Venice, and Miozza vote for a one year term.  Commissioners Bartley, Norton, Cusick, and Silvia vote against a one year term.  Motion carries 5-4.
(b) Powers and Duties:  Commissioner Venice proposes adding the words “preserve decorum” in the second sentence of Section 2-2 (c) after the words …regulate it’s proceedings, and before …and decide all questions of order.   Motion made to accept Venice’s recommendation made by Commissioner Bartley, seconded by Cusick.  AIF 9-0.
Section 2-3: PROHIBITIONS
(a) Holding Other City Position:  Commissioner Robillard moves to strike the language of Section 2-3 in its entirety, no second, motion fails.  Commissioner Norton moves to approve the draft language of Section 2-3 (a) with no changes, seconded by Bartley.  Commissioner Robillard calls for a roll call vote.  Motion carries by an 8-1 vote with only Robillard in opposition.
(b) Interference with Administration: After discussion and input from the Commissioners a motion was made by Commissioner Assad and seconded by Bartley to accept the draft language of Section 2-3 (b) as written.  Robillard calls for a roll call vote.  Motion carries 8-1 with Robillard opposed.
A discussion ensued about convicted felons being able to run for public office or hold public office and that discussion was postponed to a later date.
SECTION 2-4: COMPENSATION
Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to strike the draft language from line 13 forward of Section 2-4 and approve just the first sentence.  No second—motion fails.
(a) Salary:  Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the draft language of Section 2-4 in its entirety.  The language to be considered section (a) Salary.  Assad seconds the motion.  Motion passes 7-2 with Norton and Robillard in opposition.
(b) A new paragraph is proposed to be added to Section 2-4 to read as follows: “(b) Expenses:  Subject to appropriation, the council members shall be entitled to reimbursement of their actual and necessary expenses in the performance of their duties.  Actual and necessary expenses shall be defined within the council’s rules and regulations.”  Motion made by Commissioner Bartley to accept the proposed new language, seconded by Cusick.  Robillard asks for a roll call vote.  Motion carries 7-2 with Commissioners Assad and Robillard in opposition.
(c) A new paragraph (c) was proposed to be added to Section 2-4 to read as follows:  “(c) Health Insurance:  No member of the City Council shall be eligible to participate in the city’s group health or life insurance programs.  However, members of the City council elected after this charter takes effect that are already enrolled in the city’s group health and life insurance programs, may continue to be enrolled in said group health and life insurance programs in accordance with applicable laws, rules, and regulations.”  Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the new language as written, seconded by Norton.  Motion carries 8-1 with Cusick opposed.
SECTION 2-5:  GENERAL POWERS
                        Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the draft language of 
                        Section 2-5 as presented, seconded by Norton.  All in favor 9-0.









              SECTION 2-6:  EXERCISE OF POWERS; QUORUM; RULES

(a) Exercise of Powers:  By unanimous consent of all commissioners the draft language of Section 2-6 (a) was approved 9-0.
(b) Quorum:    After discussion and written input a motion was made by Commissioner Norton to table the draft language of Section 2-6 (b), seconded by Cusick.  Motion carries 9-0.
(c) Rules of Procedure:  Motion made by Commissioner Bartley, seconded by Quinn to accept the draft language in Section 2-6 (c) as written.  Motion carries 9-0.
(i) Regular meetings:  Motion made by Commissioner Norton and seconded by Assad to accept the draft language of Section 2-6 (c) (i).  Motion carries 7-2 with Bartley and Robillard opposed.
(ii) Special meetings:  After discussion motion made by Commissioner Robillard to table Section 2-6 (c) (ii), seconded by Silvia.  Motion carries 9-0.
(iii) All sessions… Motion made by Commissioner Assad and seconded by Bartley to accept the draft language of Section 2-6 (c) (iii) as written.  Motion carries 9-0.
(iv) A full….  Motion made by Commissioner Robillard, seconded by Cusick to accept the draft language of Section 2-6 (c) (iv) as written.  The motion carries 9-0.
            SECTION 2-7:  ACCESS TO INFORMATION
                           After discussion and debate a motion was made by Commissioner Norton,
                           seconded by Cusick to accept the draft language of Section 2-7 in its entirety. 
                           Motion carries 8-1 with Commissioner Robillard opposed.  

           SECTION 2-8:  APPOINTMENTS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

                           After discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Assad and seconded by 
                           Bartley to approve the draft language of Section 2-8 as written.  The motion 
                           carried 9-0.

                           Motion to adjourn made by Commissioner Robillard, seconded by Silvia.  The 
[bookmark: _GoBack]                           motion carries 9-0.  Meeting adjourned 8:34pm.



