Charter Commission
One Government Center
Fall River, MA 02722

                                                                                                                                   Call To Order:  6:01PM
                                                                                                                                  Adjournment:  7:55PM


Minutes of Charter Commission Meeting 
Monday, January 25, 2016



DATE AND TIME:  Monday, January 25, 2016, 6:00pm   
LOCATION:  One Government Center, City Council Chambers

PRESENT:  (7) Commissioners Vice-Chair Bartley, Cusick, Norton, Robillard, Silvia, Clerk Venice, and Chairman Miozza. 

ABSENT:  (2) Commissioners Assad and Quinn 
                  (Commissioner Assad arrives at 6:40pm and Commissioner Quinn arrives at 6:49pm)

IN ATTENDANCE:  From the Collins Center:  Mr. Stephen McGoldrick
                                                                               Ms. Marilyn Contreas
                                                                               Ms. Tanya Stepasiuk

          Correspondence
          
a. 1/22/2016 letter to State Representative Allan Silvia thanking him for having the South End Neighborhood Association as host for a Public Hearing to be held February 4, 2016 at the Good Shepard Parish, 1598 South Main Street, Fall River at 6:30pm (attached)
b. 1/21/16 email from consultant Mr. Stephen McGoldrick supplying the commissioners with model language for definitions and the Legislative Branch to be discussed at our meeting and a chart entitled Massachusetts Cities Structural Comparison. (attached)

DISCUSSION:

          Call to Order
          Chairman Miozza calls the meeting to order at 6:01pm, reads “open meeting law 
          statement”, and asks the Clerk to call the roll.

          Roll Call
          Clerk Venice calls the roll and 7 Commissioners are present.  (Commissioner Assad
          arrived late at 6:40pm and Commissioner Quinn arrived late at 6:49pm)

          New Business

a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
                  Copies of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting were distributed to all Commissioners 
                  prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the minutes
                  of the January 11, 2016 meeting as written, seconded by Cusick.  Motion carries, 7-0.

b. Chairman Miozza informs the commissioners that Rep. Carole Fiola will not be available on the date the Commissioners proposed for a Public Hearing she is willing to host at Morton Middle School.  After discussion the Commission agreed to offer the following alternative dates to hold the Public Hearing: 4/19/16, 4/27/16, and any of the Saturdays in April, 2016.
 
c. Chairman Miozza then updates the Commissioners on the status of the survey that was approved by the Commissioners at their last meeting.  The survey has been reviewed by the Collins Center and the city’s legal department.  A total of 60,000 surveys will be printed for distribution. The city will distribute 52,000 to 55,000 surveys that will be included with the mailing of the city census.  Another 5,000 will be printed to be distributed to the Housing Authority complexes and others not reached by the census.  Commissioner Venice is working with the Housing Authority to get their assistance with the distribution of the survey throughout their complexes.  There is an online survey on Fall River Government Television (FRGTV) and citizens are starting to respond.  The Fall River Herald News has been asked if they may be willing to conduct an online survey as well. There also will be Public Service Announcements on FRGTV encouraging citizens to take the online survey.  Chairman Miozza has also done three ten minute segments on Fall River Community Media TV with Donna Martins that will be airing as well.

d. Commissioner Venice researched the 16 City Charters that the Collins Center had referenced in their Scope of Services and gave copies of the same to Chairman Miozza.  Chairman Miozza then created a CD containing 15 of those charters and distributed copies of that CD to all Commissioners to use as reference guide when considering making changes to the existing charter.

e. Chairman Miozza then introduces consultants from the Collins Center that are in attendance to the Commissioners.  Present are Mr. Stephen McGoldrick, Ms. Marilyn Contreas, and Tanya Stepasiuk.  All commissioners were given an information packet from the Collins Center prior to the meeting that contained definitions of terms to be used in any proposed new charter, a chart entitled Massachusetts Cities Structural Comparison, and model language for a proposed Article 2-- Legislative Branch.  All Commissioners were given an opportunity to ask questions about the information provided by the Collins Center and reviewed the language of a proposed Article 2 section by section.  It was determined no votes approving, rejecting, or modifying the proposed language would take place and that at its next meeting the Commissioners would review, section by section, the proposed language of Article 2 and vote to accept, reject, or modify such language as needed with the understanding that certain sections of Article 2 would have to be tabled until the results of the Charter Survey were known.  Commissioners were instructed to compare the current charter to the proposed language, offer modifications, and be prepared to approve sections of the proposed language of Article 2 that would not have to wait for the results of the survey.  In the meantime the Collins Center would also send the commissioners proposed language for Article 3—Executive Branch that were to be reviewed and possibly voted on at the next meeting time permitting.

f. Commissioner Assad informs the commissioners that State Rep. Carole Fiola would not be available on the date previously suggested for her to host a Public Hearing at Morton Middle School and she offered two alternative dates.  It was agreed that the Public Hearing sponsored by Rep. Fiola would now take place on Thursday,  April 14, 2016.  Motion made by Commissioner Robillard, seconded by Assad.  Motion carries 9-0. 

Adjournment

           Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Assad. 
           The motion carries 9-0.  Meeting Adjourns at 7:55pm. 




LIST OF DOCUMENTS OR EXHIBITS USED DURING THE MEETING:


1. Thank You letter to President Allan Silvia of the South end Neighborhood Association. Handed out prior to the start of the meeting. (attached)

2. Email from the Collins Center including a proposed section for definitions, a section for Article 2 Legislative Branch, and a chart entitled Massachusetts Cities Structural Comparison.  (six pages, attached) 
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