[bookmark: _GoBack]Charter Commission
One Government Center
Fall River, MA 02722

                                                                                                                                   Call To Order:  6:04PM
                                                                                                                                  Adjournment:  8:39PM


Minutes of Charter Commission Meeting 
Monday, January 11, 2016



DATE AND TIME:  Monday, January 11, 2016, 6:00pm   
LOCATION:  One Government Center, City Council Chambers

PRESENT:  Commissioners Assad, Vice-Chair Bartley, Cusick, Norton, Quinn, Robillard, Silvia, Clerk Venice, and Chairman Miozza.

ABSENT:  None
                  (Commissioner Norton leaves the meeting at 7:13pm)

IN ATTENDANCE:  N/A

          Correspondence
          
a. 12/21/2015 letter From Mr. August S. Venice, 25 Wright’s Way, Fall River with 34 Charter Commission Survey Questions for the Charter Commission’s Consideration. (attached)
b. Undated letter from Mr. Dennis Polselli, 930 Bedford St, Fall River with suggestions for changes in the city charter. (attached)
c. January 5, 2016 to Attorney Jane Warren, Professor at BCC, thanking her for giving a presentation on parliamentary procedure to the entire Charter Commission. (attached)
d. January 6, 2016 letter to City Council President Shawn E. Cadime thanking him for allowing the Commission to use the City Council Chambers for their meetings.  (attached)     





DISCUSSION:

          Call to Order
          Chairman Miozza calls the meeting to order at 6:04pm, reads “open meeting law 
          statement”, and asks the Clerk to call the roll.

          Roll Call
          Clerk Venice calls the roll and all Commissioners are present.  (Commissioner Norton
          leaves the meeting at 7:13pm)

          New Business

a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Copies of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting were distributed to all Commissioners prior to the meeting.  Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to accept the minutes of the December 21, 2015 Public Hearing as written, seconded by Cusick.  Motion carries, 9-0.

b. Chairman Miozza talks about how writing a mission statement was discussed in a previous meeting and submits a proposed mission statement.  After discussion, the Commission agrees to revise Chairman Miozza’s statement as follows:

“The mission of the Fall River Charter Commission is to study and make recommendations regarding the City Charter for a more effective government.”

Commissioner Norton moves to accept the revised mission statement, seconded by Vice-Chair Bartley.  The motion passes 9-0.


c. Vice-Chair Bartley is then called upon to make an update presentation concerning creating a webpage and Facebook page for the Commission.  He presents a chart of what the website will look like and states he is going to utilize the webpage to get information out to the general public for more trust and transparency.  The information will include when meetings are held, a group photo, leadership roles, contact information of all commissioners, a mission statement, past meeting minutes and agendas, a listing of all future meetings, a phone number (if possible) for citizens who can’t make the meetings to call in or give their input, information on FRGTV broadcasts of the meetings, a link to the Facebook page, and a future link for special items such as special meetings, etc..

d. Chairman Miozza then talks about the idea of inviting past and present public officials to a Public Hearing wherein they would be allowed to give their input concerning Charter issues and any ideas they may have to improve city government.  Clerk Venice asks if the public would also be allowed to speak at the hearing and she is assured that the public will be given time to speak after the past and present elected officials have spoken.   Commissioner Robillard makes a motion to invite past and present elected government officials to a Public Hearing with Chairman Miozza setting the date, seconded by Commissioner Silvia.  The motion carries 9-0.

e. Chairman Miozza talks about a scheduling conflict for the February meeting.  The previously scheduled meeting in February falls on President’s Day (February 15, 2016) so he proposes to reschedule the meeting for the following week (Monday February 22, 2016).  Motion made by Commissioner Robillard, seconded by Commissioner Assad to accept the revised meeting schedule.  The motion carried     9-0.  Norton asks if we are already holding a meeting in the South End on February 4, 2016.  Chairman Miozza answers yes. 

f. Chairman Miozza informs the members that the Liberal Club has offered their facilities for a Public Hearing.  The dates offered are all on Thursdays and are March 17, March 31, April 14, and April 28.  After discussion Commissioner Assad motions to accept the Liberal Club’s offer to use their facilities for a Public Hearing on March 31, 2016, seconded by Commissioner Robillard.  The motion carries 9-0.  Chairman Miozza makes it known he will invite past and present elected public officials to speak at that Public Hearing as outlined in Item (d) above.

Chairman Miozza discusses State Representative Carole Fiola’s offer to hold a Public Hearing at the Morton Middle School.  The Commission accepts Representative Fiola’s offer and submits Wednesday, April 13, 2016 at 6:00pm as a possible date.  Motion made by Commissioner Robillard to offer Wednesday, April 13, 2016 at 6:00pm for a Public Hearing, sponsored by Representative Fiola, to be held at Morton (Middle School subject to availability of the school), seconded by Vice-Chair Bartley.  The motion carries 9-0.  Commissioner Assad will work with Rep. Fiola on scheduling the details.

g. Chairman Miozza announces that as a point of information Mr. McGoldrick and Marilynn Contreas will be attending the January 25, 2016 meeting representing the Collins Center.  

Chairman Miozza addresses the issue of communications with the Collins Center and who should be communicating with them.  He states as far as emails go, the Collins Center will be emailing material directly to the Commissioners in preparation for upcoming meetings.  The Center will be sending a lot of information to the Commissioners.  The Center will not be printing the material—we are responsible for the printing.  If the material is lengthy we will have the city do the printing.  Mr. McGoldrick asks that the Commissioners read and digest the material and be prepared to discuss it at the next meeting.  He anticipates the meetings will last about two hours.  Also, the Collins Center will not speak to the media.   Mr. McGoldrick will allow any Commissioner to speak to him at any time but if the Commission has voted on a matter as a group he would like to only hear from the Chairman.

h. Chairman Miozza then talks about designing a survey.  The Commission would benefit by including the survey with the mailing of the City Census.  The survey is not required but would be of benefit to the Commission.  He was working with Elizabeth Camara from the Board of Elections who is responsible for the Census.  The Commission has to look at the printing, distribution, and folding costs.  There are between 52,000 to 55,000 households and Miozza suggests printing up 60,000 survey documents.  We have to use 60lb weight paper and the price of white paper is $41.00 case for a total cost of $492.00.  We are allowed to have one sheet of 8 ½ by 11 paper.  The cost of the paper is going to be $492.00 and an additional $1,100 for folding (@ two cents per sheet) for a total cost of $1,600.00 for the survey.

Chairman Miozza has two sets of survey questions:  one prepared by him with 13 questions and another 34 questions prepared by Mr. August Venice (see correspondence).  After lengthy discussion it was agreed to have a “yes” or “no” question format on the survey and that the survey would be broken up into three parts—an explanation section, the questions, and a demographic section of questions (see attachment for the agreed upon survey).  A motion was made by Commissioner Bartley to accept the proposed survey, seconded by Commissioner Cusick.  The motion carries 8-0 (Commissioner Norton left early).

i. Chairman Miozza recognizes three items of correspondence received or sent since last meeting.  One a letter to Professor Atty. Warren at BCC thanking her for giving a presentation on parliamentary procedure to the commissioners.  The second was an email from Mr. August Venice submitting 34 survey questions for review by the commission.  And the third was an email from Mr. Donald Polselli recommending changes he would like to see in the charter.  Commissioner Robillard motions to accept the communications and requests copies of all written communications be sent to all commissioners, seconded by Commissioner Cusick.  The motion carries 8-0 as Commissioner Norton had left the meeting early.  

          
 Adjournment

           Commissioner Assad makes a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Robillard. 
           The motion carries 8-0.  Commissioner Norton left early.  Meeting Adjourns at 8:39pm. 




LIST OF DOCUMENTS OR EXHIBITS USED DURING THE MEETING:


1. Chairman Miozza’s list of 13 questions for a proposed survey.  Handed out prior to the start of the meeting. (attached)

2. 12/21/2015 letter From Mr. August S. Venice, 25 Wright’s Way, Fall River with 34 Charter Commission Survey Questions for the Charter Commission’s Consideration. (attached)

3. Undated letter from Mr. Dennis Polselli, 930 Bedford St, Fall River with suggestions for changes in the city charter. (attached)

4. January 5, 2016 to Attorney Jane Warren, Professor at BCC, thanking her for giving a presentation on parliamentary procedure to the entire Charter Commission. (attached)

5. January 6, 2016 letter to City Council President Shawn E. Cadime thanking him for allowing the Commission to use the City Council Chambers for their meetings.  (attached)     

6. Approved Charter Commission Survey Questions.
